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EUROFAMCARE - Services for Supporting Family Carers of Elderly People in Europe: Characteristics, Coverage, and Usage

Aims

EUROFAMCARE aims to provide a European review of the situation of
family carers of elderly people in relation to the existence, familiarity, avail-
ability, use and acceptability of supporting services.

Six-Country Study

In the year 2003 six countries (Germany, Greece, Italy, Poland, Sweden,
United Kingdom) have formed a trans-European group, systematically rep-
resenting the different types of welfare-states in Europe and started a com-
parative study. Each country collected data from about 1,000 family carers
who care at least four hours a week for their dependent elderly (65+) family
members in different regional sites. The family carers were interviewed
face-to-face at home using a joint family care assessment.

The views of potential service providers involved were obtained in the year
2004. Quantitative and qualitative data of these interviews were entered in
National Data Sets and a European data base for cross-national analysis.
A typology of care settings will be developed considering examples of good
practice and beneficial and obstructive circumstances.

Pan-European Review

Pan-European expertise, knowledge and background information about the
support, relief and expertise of family carers recognising the variety of the
different social-, health- and welfare systems in a future Europe have been
achieved by reviews and expert interviews in the six project countries plus
17 further European countries.

AGE - the European Older People's Platform — as a member of the con-
sortium is contacting and informing policy makers and NGOs on the Euro-
pean level and measuring the development of action for family carers. AGE
aims to raise more awareness about the issue of family care and to stimu-
late the political discourse.

Socio-Economics

A socio-economic evaluation on the basis of the National Surveys and the
pan-European background information will calculate the economic conse-
guences from perceived quality of life to European-wide politico-economic
implications.

Transfer and Dissemination

The last step is a feedback research action phase based both on the study
results and on the pan-European expertise. A European Carers’ Charter in
progress will be further developed by the new European network organisa-
tion EUROCARERS in order to stimulate further activities both on national
and European policy levels.
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